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19383 in England and Wales 2,321 persons were found guilty of
indictable sexual offences, to whom have to be added 1,931
persons dealt with for indecent exposure, 3,459 for prostitution,
228 for living on the earnings of prostitution and 217 for brothel
keeping, making a total of more than 8,000 persons.1 The
proportion, per million of population, of persons tried for " un-
natural offences " alone increased from 5 at the beginning of the
century to 16 in 1938. In Germany, the proportion of sexual
offences rose from 260 in 1931-2 to 390 in 1936, again per million
of population, and that of homosexual offences alone from 14 to
I02.2 Passing from the figures of Criminal Statistics to the actual
frequency of sexual offences, ft has to be admitted that no reliable
estimate will ever become possible. Granted that the ratio of
" crimes cleared up " to " crimes known to the Police ", as
shown in Criminal Statistics,* is surprisingly favourable, the peculiar
features of these offences make it highly probable that only a
tiny percentage of them ever comes to the knowledge of the
Police.4 The same applies, to an even higher degree, to the in-
cidence of sexual abnormalities, whether or not they may lead
to violations of the criminal law. According to Dr. Clifford
Allen,5 estimates by various observers have ranged from 2 to
10 per cent, of the general population. Magnus Hirschfeld, on
the basis of sample enquiries and questionnaires, arrived at a
figure of one and a half million individuals with entirely or at
least predominantly homosexual instincts in Germany,6 and of
over ten millions in the whole of Europe, and Kenneth Ingram
has only recently warned us that " to-day, certainly in England
and Germany, the number of homosexuals is infinitely greater
than most sociologists appear to appreciate."7 Although Hirsch-
feld's estimate may have been founded on somewhat rash
generalizations, there is, on the other hand, a great deal of truth
1  Criminal Statistics for England and Wales for the year 1938, p. xxxii and Tables
AB and C.    It has to be noted that this figure does not necessarily mean as many
different individuals, since some of these offenders may have been found guilty more
than once in the course of the year.
2  MSchrKr, 1938, p. 341.    See also above p. 30.
3  Criminal Statistics (1938), Table XXIV.
4  Dr. M. Marcuse, who was one of the best-known specialists on sexual perver-
sions in pre-Nazi Germany, expressed the view that one case out of many thousands
of homosexual offences is brought before the criminal courts, Handworterbuch der
Kriminologie (HdKr)  (1933), Vol. I, p. 679.
6  The Sexual Perversions and Abnormalities (1940), p. 80.
* Geschlechtskunde, Vol. I (1926), p. 575.    See also Stefan Zweig's Autobiography,
p. 2128.
7  Sex-Morality To-Morrow (1940), p. 102.    Similarly R. v. Krafft-Ebing, Psycho-
pathia sexualis (English translation,  1939), p- 351-